Genes involved in phenotypic and antigenic variation in African trypanosomes and malaria.
Large polymorphic gene families that are involved in clonal phenotypic variation have been identified in both African trypanosomes and malaria parasites. Many of these gene families are necessary for host adaptation, allowing the parasite to infect different species of host or types of host cells. In many cases, switching between these functionally variable proteins also results in antigenic variation.